Special Education Advisory Committee of Tazewell County

2011 Annual Report to the Tazewell County School Board
The function of the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) of Tazewell County, as defined by Virginia Department of Education regulations, is as follows:

1.  To advise Tazewell County Public Schools of the unmet needs in the education of students with disabilities;

2.  To assist Tazewell County Public Schools in developing plans for improving the performance of students with disabilities - in school, work programs and the community;

3.  To participate in the development of priorities and strategies for meeting the identified needs of students with disabilities;

4.  To submit periodic reports and recommendations regarding the education of students with disabilities to the School Board through the superintendent;

5.  To assist Tazewell County Public Schools in informing the community of plans for meeting the needs of students with disabilities; and

6.  To review the policies and procedures for providing special education and related services (i.e., Annual 
Special Education Plan and Application for Federal Funds) prior to submission to the School Board and 
to the Virginia Department of Education.


(For complete Federal Regulations, refer to 8 VAC 20-81.)

Recommendations of the Tazewell County SEAC:

Congress intends that the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) of 2004 is to: “…ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment and independent living” and “to ensure that the rights of children with disabilities and parents of such children are protected.”  The SEAC notes these concerns and recommendations:
At-Risk Children:

The SEAC recognizes that TCPS has been struggling with the increasing problem of our most vulnerable children and their lack of readiness for today’s learning environment.  All child serving agencies in Tazewell County assist with these complex child and family issues.   Many programs and services are available to help at risk children and families in our county and region.  As TCPS considers solutions to these problems, the SEAC suggests that collaboration with existing community agencies should be an essential component in this effort.  Additionally, all administrators and building principals should have a thorough knowledge of programs and services available to at risk youth and families.  School staff may also need training in what agencies can assist with particular issues, including contact information.  The SEAC has programs each year featuring speakers from these agencies.  

Inclusion Services/Reading Remediation:
The SEAC is concerned about TCPS not following IEP’s at the high school level.  Some students did not receive “inclusion” services in their classes as outlined in their IEP’s this school year.  

Parents of students with IEP’s have had numerous concerns during this school year regarding the new Elgin Reading Program.  Some students have had difficulty sitting for long periods of time as well as dealing with frequent transitions and noisy classrooms.  Bonnie Cash, Becky Dye and Connie Elkins attended a SEAC meeting to present information about the program. The SEAC would like to request that representatives of the Elgin Foundation annually attend a SEAC meeting to answer questions and address concerns of families of students with special needs. 

The SEAC members are pleased with the reported progress of the new research-based Wilson reading program.  
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Vision Services:
The SEAC has concerns on how TCPS handles eligibility for vision impairment and the services and supports students receive for their unique learning needs. Schools and parents of children with vision impairments need to understand how children are eligible under this disability category and what services are available.  Decisions should be made during IEP/eligibility meetings involving parents and school personnel.  The SEAC recommends that all special education staff and building principals receive training on the new "Guidelines for Working with Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired in Virginia Public Schools", issued in 2010.    
Self Contained Class Sizes/Age-Appropriate Placements:
The SEAC is concerned about class sizes of some self-contained classrooms as well as issues of age appropriate placements in these classes.  The SEAC recommends increasing the number of self-contained classes as needed to resolve this overcrowding, especially with the preschool self-contained classroom at Dudley Primary.  The large number of students in this class has continued for several years, therefore we recommend that a new classroom should be established for the 2011-2012 school year.

ADA Compliance/Safety Audit:
ADA compliance issues were addressed during the November 2010 School Safety Audit.  Additional accessibility concerns were found that were not included on the previous ADA Survey Priority List which covered the remodeled elementary schools in 2009.  A new Prioritized List is currently being revised.
Identification of Unmet Needs and Concerns:
The SEAC has identified these unmet needs and concerns from “Public Comment” presented during regular SEAC meetings and by emails and phone calls to the chairperson.

SEAC Key Activities and Major Accomplishments:

The Tazewell County SEAC met four times during the 2010-2011 school year (October 4, November 1, March 7 and April 18).  The SEAC presented four programs this year.  Dr. Metz shared about services provided by the Tazewell County Public School Psychologists.  Tammy Muir explained services provided by the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS).  Becky Dye and Bonnie Cash reported about the new Elgin Reading Program with all Elementary age students in Tazewell County Public Schools.  Christy Worley from the Family to Family Network of Virginia shared about the newly sponsored program in our area with the Partnership for People with Disabilities and Virginia Commonwealth University.  Patti Cettin also reported about services provided by Taking Action for Special Kids (TASK).
SEAC Commendations:

The SEAC commends the school administration and school board for their support this past year.

Appendices:
Brochure

Annual Calendar 2011-12
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SEAC Officers and Candidates for Membership:
Thomas & Sherri Adkins

Raven, VA

Robin Allison

Tazewell, VA

Dahmon & Tilda Ball

Raven, VA

Cecil Ball

Richlands, VA

Alice Barnett

Richlands, VA

Becky Capelli

Cumberland Mountain Community Services Board (CMCSB)

Cedar Bluff, VA

Patti Cettin

Taking Action for Special Kids (TASK)

Bluefield, VA

Stephanie Davis

Southwest Virginia Community College (SVCC) Project Access

Richlands, VA

Barbara DeBord

Tazewell County Court

Service Unit (Probation)

Tazewell, VA

Charles & Becky Gearheart

North Tazewell, VA

Teresa Gilbert

Bluefield, VA

Melissa Guzy

Bluefield, VA

Bobby & Rosa Hall

Bluefield, VA

Selina Hamm

North Tazewell, VA

Lisa Haywood

Pounding Mill, VA

William Hess

Clinch Independent Living (CIL)

Grundy, VA

Chris & Robin Hurley

Tazewell, VA

Bobbi Keen

Cumberland Mountain

Community Services Board

(CMCSB)

Cedar Bluff, VA

Melissa Keen

Cumberland Mountain Community Services Board (CMCSB)

Richlands, VA

Debbie Large

North Tazewell, VA

Mary Ann Lavender

Tazewell County Court

Service Unit (Probation)

Tazewell, VA

Bryan & Patrice Lockhart

SEAC Chairperson - Patrice

Pounding Mill, VA

Tina McGlothlin

Richlands, VA

Wayne Miles

Crescent View

Neighborhood Center

Bluefield, VA

Tammy Muir

Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS)

Richlands, VA

Dedra Mullins

Cumberland Mountain Community Services Board (CMCSB)

Cedar Bluff, VA

Nick Nelson

Southwest Virginia Community

College (SVCC) Project Access

Cedar Bluff, VA
Bronwyn Owen

Bluefield, VA

Chris Owens

Bluefield, VA

Rebecca Powell

Cedar Bluff, VA

Karen Ray

North Tazewell, VA

Deborah Rose

Clinch Independent Living (CIL)

Grundy, VA
Lisa Rose

Bluefield, VA

Amanda Roten

Buddies of Virginia

Bluefield, VA
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Judi Shaw

President, TASK

Board of Directors

VCU Parent Navigator

Family to Family Network
Tazewell, VA

Kelly Simmons

Cedar Bluff, VA

Robert & Renee Steele

SEAC Vice Chair - Robert

North Tazewell, VA

Beverly Sweet
North Tazewell, VA

Marsha Tabor

SEAC Secretary
North Tazewell, VA

Wendy Umberger

Presley Ridge

Tazewell, VA

Jan Vance
Bluefield, VA

Misty Vance

Department of Social Services (DSS)

Tazewell, VA

Katherine Viars

Cumberland Mountain
Community Services Board

(CMCSB)

Richlands, VA

Christy Worley

Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU)

Family to Family Network Local Coordinator

North Tazewell, VA

Valentine Wimmer

Work Incentive Program (WIA)

Youth Coordinator

Cedar Bluff, VA

Beth Yost

Health Department Care Connection for Children

Bristol, VA
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SEAC Consultants

Tazewell County Public School Personnel
Jackie Davis

Special Education Coordinator of
Bluefield Area Schools

Tazewell, VA

Angie Kinder

Richlands Elementary

Special Education Teacher

Richlands, VA

Dr. Brenda Lawson
Division Superintendent

Tazewell, VA

Dr. Kurt Metz

Division Psychologist
Tazewell, VA

Angela Roberts

Richlands Elementary

Special Education Teacher

Richlands, VA

Viola Snow

Division Supervisor of Special Programs

Tazewell, VA
